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Signing
a lease?

Know your right
s 

before you 
sign!



Introduction
A lease is a legal document that you sign with your landlord. The content
of your lease will have an impact on your rights and obligations. Once
you sign the lease, it is legally binding. This is why it is very important to
understand the content of your lease and to make sure you are happy
with everything in it before you sign it!

General information & Tips
When signing your lease, feel free to bring someone with you for
support!
The language of your lease determines the language that you and
your landlord must communicate in regarding your lease - if you are
more comfortable in English than in French, ask for an English lease!
Everything that you agree to verbally with your landlord must also
be written in the lease - if something is not written down, it will be
hard to prove later that it was agreed upon!
Building rules must be given to you BEFORE you sign the lease. If
your new landlord gives you the building rules AFTER you signed the
lease, you do not have to sign them. 
If you make any changes to what is written in the lease - for example,
crossing something out - both you and your landlord must write your
initials next to the change. 
If you do not agree to the terms being offered to you in the lease, or
if someone is putting pressure on you to sign, do not sign! 
If you are worried about being pushed around, or just want to
protect yourself, you can record your meeting with your landlord. It
is legal in Quebec to record a conversation that you are a part of. 

Keep reading for an annotated lease
with explanations and comments!
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Definitions
Accessories and dependencies
Rights or material objects that are tied to or result from the lease. For
example, the right to use a parking spot or a storage locker in the
building, or appliances and furniture that are included in the lease. 

Administrative Housing Tribunal (TAL)
Formerly known as the “Régie du logement,” this is the tribunal, or court,
that enforces the articles of the Civil Code of Quebec pertaining to
residential leases. They resolve disputes between landlords and tenants. 

By-laws
Rules that all tenants in a unit or building must follow. Examples of legal
by-laws include: banning the presence of pets, banning smoking, or
requiring tenants to hold an insurance policy. A by-law is not valid if it
violates the law or contradicts the lease. 

Lessee
This is the legal term for a “tenant” or a “renter.”

Lessor
This is the legal term for a “landlord.” The lessor can be an individual
person, a group of people, or a company. 

Rent fixing
This is a process where the TAL calculates a legal rent increase, if the
tenant and landlord cannot agree on a rent amount when the lease
renews, or if a new tenant is applying to lower their rent. 

Surety
Sometimes referred to as a “guarantor,” this is a person who assumes
responsibility for the payment of rent and other obligations of the lease
if the tenant fails to do so. 
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A Section A - Contact Information
You are the “lessee” and your landlord is the
“lessor.”
If you have any issues during your lease, the
lessor is the person that you contact and the
person who is legally responsible, since they
have signed the contract with you. 

Section B - Description of the rental
unit, accessories, and dependencies

Divided co-ownership refers to
condominiums.
Make sure, if parking or any other services are
included in your rent, that this is clearly
indicated here! 

Section C - Length of the lease
Regardless of the length of the lease, you
have the same rights, including the right to
automatic renewal of your lease when it
ends.
If the original lease is longer than 12 months,
when it renews, it will be for a period of 12
months.
The standard lease term is 12 months. A 6-
month lease or an indeterminate term lease
gives you more flexibility, since you can end
lease with 1-2 months’ notice rather than 3-6
months’ notice. 
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Section D - Rent
In this section, you write the rent amount,
plus the amount charged for any additional
services.
A landlord cannot require postdated checks,
but if you agree to provide postdated checks,
it is legal. 
If you are paying your rent in cash, your
landlord must always give you a receipt. 
It is illegal in Quebec to require a deposit. At
most, a landlord can ask for up to 1 months’
rent when you sign the lease. Whatever you
pay when you sign the lease will be deducted
from your first month’s rent payment.

For example, if your monthly rent is $1,000 and
you pay $500 when singing the lease, you will
only pay $500 for your first month’s rent. 

Section E - Services and conditions
Be sure to read the by-laws carefully before
signing them, since they are binding.
Any repairs that the landlord is promising to
do before you move-in or during the lease
term MUST be written here.
Make sure that the responsible party for all of
the services is clearly indicated.
If your landlord is allowing you to have an
animal, it must be clearly written in the lease!
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Section F - Restrictions on rent fixation

As a tenant, you don’t have the right to refuse a rent
increase if your unit was built or converted into
residential housing in the last 5 years.
However, the date of construction needs to be
disclosed in this section, along with the maximum rent
that could be charged to you during the 5-year period.

Section G - Amount that the last tenant paid

A landlord must tell you how much the previous tenant
was paying for rent.
A landlord is not allowed to increase the rent more than
the legally allowed percentage between two tenants,
even if repairs were done.
If you see that the previous tenant was paying less than
you, you have 10 days from singing the lease to apply
to the TAL to have your rent lowered.
If nothing is written in this section and you find out later
what the previous tenant was paying, you have 2
months from when you found out to apply to have your
rent lowered.

Section H - Signatures

In addition to signing on this page, all parties to the
lease must also sign the bottom right corner of every
page of the lease. 
Typically, a surety, or a guarantor, is only in effect for
the first term of the lease, unless specified otherwise.

Section I - Notice of family residence

If you are living with a partner or spouse, the best case
scenario is for you both to be on the lease.
If you are not both going to sign the lease, it is
important to declare the residence as a family
residence, so that both spouses will be protected.
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Contact us!

514-505-0840 ext. 8
info@calodi.info
www.calodi.info

This guide has been developed exclusively for the purposes of informing and does not
constitute legal advice. Please consider your options carefully before proceeding.

Funding for this project is made possible by Centraide of Greater Montreal. 
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